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FEBRUARY 10 — ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

"You are the salt of the earth; 
but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored?" 

 

—Matthew 5:13 
 

 Here is a very short parable in the form of a question, not unlike the famous Zen koans such as 
"What is the sound of one hand clapping?"  We are meant to be puzzled.  It is our puzzlement that sets 
up a break-through to new understanding.  Imagine, during the Q & A session after the Sermon on the 
Mount, a disciple raising his hand to ask, "Teacher, I'm confused.  How can salt lose its saltiness?"  To 
which Jesus probably would have answered something like, "How indeed?"   
 It doesn't take a chemist to know that salt is a steady substance, but ask one and they will 
confirm that sodium chloride is something that lasts.  Even when the weather is sticky and the salt gets 
so clumpy that you have to take the cap off the shaker, it can still be counted on to do its job.  Or let's 
say you find a carton of Leslie Salt from the forties in the back of your grandmother's cabinet.  Go 
ahead and use it—it'll work just fine.  Though you might want to check first to make sure that mice 
haven't found it first.   
 Neither do we have an expiration date.  And neither do we lose the savory grace that has been 
given to us in Christ.  To our very core, we are children of God.  We have been loved so that we might 
share in love's eternal work.  To do otherwise would be absurd.  Feeling discouraged?  Down on 
yourself?  Remember who you are, and give us a dash!   

–Jonathan Hauze 
 
 

! 
 
 

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 11 
 

"Is life not more than food, and the body more than clothing?" 
 

–Matthew 6:25 
 

 Jesus asks a seemingly simple question of us that, unfortunately, has an answer very difficult to 
personally achieve; he encourages us to be grateful for what we have and to stop worrying about the 
items that we do not possess.  It is so easy to compare ourselves to others and equally effortless to wish 
we had a better job, a nicer house, or more money.  And after beating ourselves up over what we think 
we need, how do we feel about ourselves? 
 Instead we should be thankful for the food and water we have to thrive, for the clothing we 
have the privilege to wear, for the roof we have over our head (no matter how big or small), and most 
importantly we need to be appreciative of the family, friends, pets, and environment that surround us 
every day.  After focusing and reflecting on the beautiful and important things that we have, how do 
we feel about ourselves? 
 Our lives are not measured by material possessions but, rather, by how we treat our neighbors, 
by the relationships we form, and the differences we can make within the time we are given.  These are 
the greatest rewards. 
 

–Stephanie Esposito 



FRIDAY FEBRUARY 12 
 

"What do you think? If a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them goes astray, 
does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains to go in search of the one that went astray?" 

 

—Matthew 18:12 
 
 Here are two questions that, when I read them carefully, I realize I have really never taken 
seriously as questions.  I suppose I've always assumed that Jesus expects us to agree that what he's 
saying is obvious.  But what if we read these questions Socratically, as an invitation to a dialogue and 
disagreement that will lead to wisdom—perhaps to the uncovering of a new insight.  Try it.  Jesus asks 
us what we think?  Well?  Do you think that this is an easy decision for the shepherd to leave ninety-
nine sheep to fend for themselves while he goes out searching Lord-knows-where for one wayward 
ball of wool?  Does he even know when and where the sheep got lost, because it's a big mountain, and 
an even bigger valley, and this could very well end up being a fool's errand.  It's quite likely that some 
poor starving wolf has already said his grace and sat down to sup on fresh mutton.  Would not the wise 
shepherd count his blessings, all ninety-nine of them, cut his losses, and call it a day? 
 When I look at the situation from a human perspective, the question is not all that simple.  But 
Jesus is telling us something about God, who regards us from a heavenly point of view, and whose 
love is anything but conventional, or ordinary, or rational.  God's love for us throws caution and 
calculation to the wind, and does not rest until it rejoices in our homecoming.   

–Jonathan Hauze 
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SATURDAY FEBRUARY 13 
 

“If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? 
Are not even the tax collectors doing that?” 

 

–Matthew 5:46 
 
 In all aspects of my life, when something is weird or I don’t understand, my initial reaction is to 
push away, separate, isolate. It’s easy to follow the comfortable, predictable path – the risk of failure is 
low and little effort is required.  But what does that do?  Does it help me to learn, to grow, to get closer 
to others?  To get closer to God?  Not really.  
 The tougher path – the one that requires more time and energy to try to understand the weird, 
the different, the illogical – isn’t that more fulfilling?  When we spend less time focusing on why 
others don’t see life the way we do and more time opening our hearts to embrace each other’s 
uniqueness; that is when we find joy in the journey together.  When outsiders and insiders, tax 
collectors and Pharisees, lepers and politicians, join the same team and follow Jesus.  That’s the path I 
would like to take. Yes, that path will be slow and long and heartbreaking at times, but will also be 
beautiful and surprising and enchanting.  
 God made each of us so unique, that we don’t understand each other all the time.  Isn’t that 
amazing?  We weren’t created to be like robots – predictable and only seeing in black and white.  
Instead, we get to experience the unexpected in all its breathtaking colors of the rainbow.  
 

“Life should feel like a trip well traveled, not that it would be easy but that it would be worth it.” 
(Jamie Tworkowski) 

–Lauren Koller 



SUNDAY FEBRUARY 14 
 

"Do you love me?" 
–John 21:16 

 
 

Yes, with everlasting love 
We will pray with all our heart 
We will help others 
We love you, Jesus. 
Dear God, we love you. Amen. 

 
–Mayson & Oakley Alexandro 
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MONDAY FEBRUARY 15 
 
 

"Why do you think evil in your hearts?" 
 

—Matthew 9:4 
 

 Jesus tells a paralyzed man to "take heart."  Then he tells him that his sins are forgiven.  Some 
of the scribes take offense at this, perhaps because Jesus does not have the proper credentials to 
pronounce God's forgiveness.  The scribes do not register their protest openly, but instead complain "to 
themselves" that Jesus is speaking in a blasphemous way.  I wonder if they were surprised when Jesus 
responded to their mumbling, or if they were hoping to be heard, like an ill-mannered person who says 
something about "people who can't control their children" when waiting in the checkout line behind a 
frazzled father who's just trying to keep it all together while his three-year old is pulling candy bars off 
the shelf.  Who's idea was it to put candy bars in the checkout line, anyway?  But I digress . . . the point 
is that Jesus rather bluntly confronts this passive-aggressive behavior, confronting the grumblers with 
the ugliness of their own judgmental tendencies.  
 I am struck by the repetition of the word "heart."  We can learn from this.  When speaking to 
the paralyzed man, Jesus used the word to encourage and bring healing, suggesting that the heart is 
most properly a place where love dwells, the seat of the soul where God's mercy is known and where 
our lives are renewed.  Maybe this is why Jesus is so troubled here, not because his feelings are hurt, 
but because he is concerned about the hearts of these judges, wanting them—and us—to know the joy 
of a loving heart.   

 
–Jonathan Hauze 

 
 
 
 



TUESDAY FEBRUARY 16 
 

“And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?” 
 

–Matthew 6:27 
 
 A little further on Matthew also quotes Jesus “So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow 
will bring its own worries.  Today’s trouble is enough for today.” (Matthew 6:34).  I chose this 
question asked by Jesus because I worry, and I worry a lot!  This, despite the fact that I know I should 
let go of trying to determine the outcome.  Therefore, the above question haunts me and finds me 
asking myself more questions.  Do I have so little faith that I find it difficult to let go and trust in the 
Lord?  Why can’t I let go and put all of my battles in His hand to fight? Do I have so much that I am 
that afraid to let go … and it goes on?   
 I suggest that if asked, and really reflected upon, most of us would answer yes to the questions I 
ask of myself – just as did others in the time of Jesus.  Then as now he asks the same question to 
strengthen us, to give us an idea of what is really important, to help guide us along the way.  Like a 
loving Father who tries to guide those most close to him.   
 Then, how do we reconcile our answering yes with our having faith in the Lord and his plans 
for us?  I guess we don’t!  This life can be tough, it is very full, busy, we are flawed and always have 
been.  Therefore we have trouble in hearing that still small voice, telling us to let go, trust in the Lord, 
fight the good fight, and believe!   
 In time I just might get it – I tell myself to "Relax, He loves us, He cares about us, He provides 
for us, He gave his life for us and He will provide for us, always.”  I tell myself “Just look at what He 
has done for you already.”   
 “See how he has answered your prayers?” 

–Louis Franconi 
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WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 17 
 

"Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye?" 
 

–Matthew 7:3 
  
 Isn’t it true, it’s so much easier to see the wrong in someone else, rather than in ourselves?  It 
seems this is something we need to take into consideration when thinking about this situation. 
  It may be a small problem that your neighbor has; but a huge problem that you, yourself, have. 
  It might be that we should ask in prayer to recognize any problems or sins we may have to 
work on to make correction in our lives after asking for forgiveness. 
  Perhaps it’s much too easy for us to place blame where it doesn’t really belong.  I’ve often 
thought about the impossibility of knowing all the circumstances in one’s life that could lead up to the 
way that person is today.  So how can we be so critical of anyone else and especially when we might 
be worse in our own ways? 
  Reading beyond Matt. 7:3, the Bible adds:  First take out the log in your own eye (correct 
yourself); then you can clearly take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye (assist your neighbor). 
 

–Marg Perina 



THURSDAY FEBRUARY 18 
 
 

"How much longer must I put up with you?"  
 

—Matthew 17:17 
 

 This is a puzzling moment, as it is not entirely clear what moves Jesus to such an outburst.  
Immediately before this is the story of the transfiguration, when some of the disciples go up the 
mountain with Jesus and see his face changed, illuminated, transfigured in dazzling light—a glimpse of 
his divine identity.  After which Jesus has a perfectly normal conversation with the disciples.  Then, in 
the valley, a desperate man comes to Jesus asking for him to heal his son, who suffers with epilepsy.  
The man happens to mention that he has already asked his disciples, but they couldn't manage it.  This 
is when Jesus erupts, beginning with "You faithless and perverse generation!"  It's not entirely clear 
whether he's talking to the man, to his disciples, or to the world at large.   
 After such an outpouring of exasperation, the healing miracle reads like an afterthought.  Or 
even out of place?  And yet, maybe this seeming contradiction in character is instructive.  Maybe it is 
important for us to see the very human face of Jesus at this moment when we have just beheld his 
heavenly radiance.  As it is said, to err is human.  To blow one's stack, to flip out—this is also, if 
somewhat less poetic, quite certainly human.  But in Jesus we see as never before that our humanity is 
more than this.  He shows us the grace to see love through.  He may be frustrated, but he heals the boy 
and keeps on teaching his disciples.  As it says in the Gospel of John, "Having loved his own who were 
in the world, he loved them to the end." 

–Jonathan Hauze 
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FRIDAY FEBRUARY 19 
 
 

"Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for bread, will give a stone? 
Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a snake?" 

 

–Matthew 7:9-10 
 
 Chapter 7 in the Gospel of Matthew focuses on a series of statements and questions that Jesus 
used to teach his disciples. In this section, Jesus is teaching his disciples to ask for what they seek.  If 
they ask, they will be given.  He convinces them by using the analogy of a child requesting basic 
sustenance, bread and fish.  Of course each of us would do whatever we could to provide for a child.  
Our primary role as parents, as part of raising a child is to provide for them.  If one of our children 
needs something of importance, we do whatever we can to get it for them.  Sometimes to a fault, we’ll 
sacrifice our own basic needs to provide for the child.   
 We are all children of God, and God provides sustenance for us.  All we need to do is seek it 
and he will provide.  There is no judgment here, anyone who asks will be provided for, just like a 
parent would provide for his or her child.  This is what touched me about this passage.  It doesn’t 
matter who you are, if you ask God for something he will provide like a parent provides for a child. 
 

–Greg Allen 



SATURDAY FEBRUARY 20 
 

“What were you arguing about on the way?” 
 

—Mark 9:33 
 
 Not an innocent question.  Not the question of someone who would like to be brought up to 
speed so that he can choose sides or contribute his two cents—like a college sophomore who's late 
arriving to the dining hall and, finding his friends in the midst of a heated discussion on some minor 
point of postmodern philosophy, wants to join the fray so that he can casually drop in a boo-yah quote 
from his Derrida reader that he's just spent the last hour memorizing between rounds of World of 
Warcraft.   
 In asking this question Jesus is more like a mother who's just told her kids to stop talking about 
derrieres, because she's had it with the potty humor, and then comes back into the room after five 
minutes to find that they're still at it, at which point she asks, ever so slyly, "Hey, what are you talking 
about?"  She knows exactly what they're been talking about, and so do they, and everybody in the room 
knows that the question really means "Cut it out!"   
 Except that there's a bit more at stake here.  This is not about Jesus only getting four solid hours 
of sleep last night.  Jesus has been teaching his disciples about the cross.  He has been teaching them 
that the only way to truly live in the kingdom of heaven is to forfeit our life—our sense of primacy, our 
pride—in the service of others.  And the disciples are arguing about which one of them is the greatest.  
If they don't cut it out, they will lose more than dessert.  What might we lose, for the sake of argument? 
 

–Jonathan Hauze 
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SUNDAY FEBRUARY 21 
 
 

"Do you believe that I am able to do this?" 
 

–Matthew 9:28 
 

 Through asking this question, Jesus is using this miracle of restoring sight, not simply to amaze 
the followers with his power, but to make sure they understand why this miracle would happen. He 
wants to make sure this miracle deepens their faith, and brings them to a more open profession of it. 
Their faith is an important ingredient of the reason this miracle would be accomplished.  
 Those who have lost their sight, may, by the grace of God, have the eyes of their understanding 
fully enlightened. Whatever our needs and burdens are, we need no more for God's healing and support  
than to believe in the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. He gives sight to the blind souls through the 
power of His grace. 
 We need only ask for God's healing and support in times of turmoil and trouble, and through 
His loving grace and our Faith, miracles and healing will be accomplished. 
 

–George Haughton 
 



MONDAY FEBRUARY 22 
 

"What do you want me to do for you?" 
 

—Matthew 20:32 
 

 This is the second time in the Gospel of Matthew that Jesus asks "What do you want?"  The 
first time, also in chapter 20, the mother of James and John comes to Jesus, kneels before him, and 
asks a favor.  "What do you want?" he wonders.  She wants for him to grant her sons exalted positions 
in his kingdom, one at his right hand and the other at his left.  When the other disciples hear about it, 
they are angry—not so much because they are offended by such a gauche request but because they 
would rather see themselves so glorified.  At which point Jesus tells them that they're acting like a 
bunch of Gentiles—Greeks!  Perhaps he is thinking of the Homeric celebration of heroes like Achilles 
and Odysseus, lords of war who gloried in slaying. Despite the fact that Jesus has told the disciples 
three times about the path to the cross, teaching them that discipleship means giving up such glories, 
they just don't see it. 
 Now he asks the same question to two blind men.  What do you want?  The blind men see what 
the disciples cannot.  They ask not for glory, but only for the opening of their eyes.  The gospel 
message here is not just that Jesus is moved with compassion to perform works of healing.  There is 
another message here, another lesson about what it means to be a disciple.  Seeing in this story is not 
just about the ability to read an eye chart; it has to do with true understanding, with the ability to 
perceive that which is most important.  At the end of the story, the blind men "follow" Jesus.  That is, 
they become disciples—who see clearly what the twelve are still squinting at.   

–Jonathan Hauze 
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TUESDAY FEBRUARY 23 
 

"Why are you bothering her?" 
 

–Mark 14:6 
 

 "Why do you cause her trouble?" is a better translation of the Greek, but I am rather fond of 
this rendering from the New International Version.  Bother is just such a great word, still used by 
people of all ages to rebuke pesky siblings.  I assumed it was an Anglo-Saxon word, and I was close—
it's Anglo-Irish, probably derived from old Irish words like bodhaire (‘noise’) bodhraim (‘deafen, 
annoy').  Which works perfectly here, when Jesus asks Judas to stop his chattering while Mary 
Magdalene anoints him.  It is a special moment, a sacred moment, and Judas is buzzing around like a 
fly, complaining noisily about what he sees as Mary's wasteful extravagance.  Stop bothering me!   
 Except that Jesus is more worried about Mary than himself.  Here we see the virtue of the more 
literal translation.  His reply to Judas—"Let her alone; why cause her trouble?"—displays a 
compassionate concern for Mary's feelings.  He does not merely rebuke, but invites Judas to consider 
how his criticism might give Mary pain.  Were all the disciples listening when Jesus taught them that 
they should deal tenderly with all, lest they cause one of his little ones to stumble?  Perhaps Judas is 
right and the precious oil would have been better used for the benefit of the poor.  But this is not the 
time or place for such criticism.  Jesus invites Judas to see that Mary is doing "a beautiful thing," not 
necessarily because there is no better use for the oil, but because it has given her a means of expressing 
her heartfelt love for the Lord.  There is a lesson here for all of us. 

–Jonathan Hauze 



WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 24 
 

“Does this offend you?” 
 

–John 6:61 
 
This question sounds like the name of a game we like to play as a family.  It goes something like this: 
everyday ideas, clothing, music, and/or anything you say will be challenged as being ignorant, 
offensive and usually, both. “Cultural appropriation” (the latest trend in political correctness) is a 
buzzword at the Baumann family dinner table. Hot debate ensues and the players try to argue their 
position.  Needless to say, Chris and I usually lose.  After all, we grew up with The Village People, All 
In The Family, and the Dukes of Hazzard and never thought twice. Our eyes are being pried open to 
social injustices that still exist, just in new forms, in the culture that we live in today. We are trying not 
to offend or be offended. Who knew that Paul Simon’s album Graceland is cited as an example of 
flagrant cultural appropriation? We have Hanna to thank(?) for pointing out that one. Every generation 
comes with a fresh perspective, and our Millennials like to show us the way.  They challenge the 
establishment and that’s a good thing, but not a new thing.  Jesus did this a long time ago when he 
came into the world with a lot of questions and a revolutionary way to live in love. Jesus’ teaching 
offended some and inspired others.  I am thankful for my children, Jesus and God’s gift of love, all of 
which inspire me to re-examine my view of the world. 

–Mayme Baumann 
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THURSDAY FEBRUARY 25 
 

"Who touched me?" 
 

—Luke 8:45 
 

 I think that these three words of Jesus are so very important.  It is one of the most tender and 
beautiful moments in the gospel, made more powerful, I think, by the fact that we do not expect it.  
The bluntness of the question may make it sound cold or even threatening.  Especially when something 
so intimate as touch is involved, these words seem to carry a subtext of danger—a limit has been 
transgressed, a boundary has been crossed, and someone is at fault.  As is often the case with language, 
our social sensibility helps us to understand what is really being said—in this case, "Who has dared to 
touch me?" 
 This is certainly how the woman who touched Jesus heard the question.  First she tried to hide.  
And when she couldn't stand it any longer, she came before trembling, expecting the worst.  Except 
that Jesus did not mean the question that way at all.  Her fears, our fears, were unfounded.  Jesus only 
wanted to see and know the person whom he had healed.  He only wanted to speak with her, to call her 
Daughter, and to praise her faith, and to give her his blessing.  
 The tenderness of this moment brings tears to my eyes.  How often we hide and tremble, 
fearing the worst!  And God only wants to know us, and bless us, and love us! 
 

–Jonathan Hauze 
 



FRIDAY FEBRUARY 26 
 
 

"Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way  
they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?"  

 

—Luke 13:2 
 

 Here is a text to handle with care.  It has to do with the relationship between tragedies and 
judgment.  Someone in the crowd has just mentioned an incidence of Roman violence in Galilee, and 
we can infer from Jesus' response—the question above—that the speaker has just suggested that the 
death of those Galileans was evidence of their sinfulness.  People still do this today, when grasping to 
make some sense out of incomprehensible suffering .  Remember when Pat Robertson claimed that 
Hurricane Katrina was an act of God to punish the sins of New Orleans?  He must have forgotten this 
teaching of Jesus, in which he goes on to say that this is way of thinking is not true, that no, Pilate's 
soldiers were not instruments of God carrying out some divine plan of retribution. 
 Like the ancient philosopher who wrote Ecclesiastes—some say it was Solomon—Jesus does 
not find wisdom in human attempts to find a reason for why things happen.  The path of wisdom, in 
Jesus' teaching, has to do with turning away from the judgment of others, away from the obsession 
with other people, and focusing intently on your own thoughts and actions.  "Judge not, lest ye be 
judged," he says in the Sermon on the Mount.  He teaches us to stop obsessing about other people and 
to be responsible for ourselves.  The central question is not whether other people are sinners or saints, 
but whether I am making the most of the short time that has been given me to bear the fruit of love.   
 

–Jonathan Hauze 
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SATURDAY FEBRUARY 27 
 

"Why do you call me good?" 
 

—Luke 18:19 
 

 In all of the Gospels, except for John, Jesus stridently refuses to be identified with God.  He 
doesn't even want people to know that he's the Messiah, a figure in Jewish literature who is not God 
but God's anointed one.  Biblical scholars talk about the "messianic secret," referring to the way that 
Jesus habitually orders people (and spirits!) not to tell anyone his true identity.  This is not a man 
looking for respect—indeed, his path will lead not to the throne but to the cross, not to honor but to 
utter humiliation. 
 But this question, I think, has more to do with humility.  Jesus is talking to a man who wants to 
inherit eternal life.  We find ourselves in deep spiritual territory.  And perhaps Jesus asks this question 
in order to clear the way for insight and illumination.  "No one is good but God alone," he says.  Which 
may be a way of teaching the seeker who stands before him that the path to eternal life has to do with a 
direct relationship with the Creator.  While Jesus could claim equality with God, perhaps he realizes 
that this would be a stumbling block for many, who might want to venerate him as a guru instead of 
seeing how his whole human life points beyond himself to the fullness of the one eternal God.  Despite 
Jesus' best efforts, this problem still persists in the human desire to worship a particular "picture" of 
Jesus, which is really just a reflection of our own prejudices, instead of the living God. 

–Jonathan Hauze 



SUNDAY FEBRUARY 28 
 

"Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" 
 

–John 8:10 
  
 Recently one of my favorite photographic bloggers, Brandon Stanton from Humans of New 
York, visited several prisons across the northeast.  It is both eye opening and heart breaking to learn 
about the journey that lead to prison. One inmate's story has left me wondering about the boundaries 
we put in place when it comes to consequence for our choices. The following is from an inmate in the 
Metropolitan Correctional Center:  
  I tried to make some money the honest way as a kid. I tried shoveling snow. I tried a 
newspaper route. I stuck with it for awhile, but one day I was collecting money on my route and these 
older kids robbed me. There were three of them. They were 16 or 17. I fought hard. I told them: "I 
worked hard for this money." But they held me down and took it anyway. It was $27. And that made me 
feel so powerless. And I remembered that I knew someone with a knife. And I thought: "I’m going to 
steal that knife and deal with this firmly." I found those boys at an arcade. Nobody got killed. But I 
hurt them. I wouldn’t say that I felt proud after stabbing them, but I felt like they got what they 
deserved. I felt vindicated. Even today, I have trouble sympathizing with them. It’s funny how that 
works. When someone wrongs us, we want the maximum amount of punishment. But when we do 
wrong, we want the  maximum amount of understanding and forgiveness. 
 I know that I fall short of the grace God so generously offers. I work on being forgiving of 
others when I feel wronged or hurt from the safety and security of relationships rooted in trusted. I 
don't face the ongoing cycle of poverty, pain, and violence. To me this isn't an example of when 
someone should have been more forgiving, but rather a call for deeper understanding of where our 
neighbors need support. Upon this man's release from prison would Jesus ask him "Where are they?" 
As a society, with laws and consequences, how can we also offer forgiveness and support? Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer wrote, "Judging others makes us blind, whereas love is illuminating. By judging others we 
blind ourselves to our own evil and to the grace which others are just as entitled to as we are." We are 
all forgiving. This forgiveness isn't based on what types of sins we've committed, where we live, or 
how much money we make. We are all entitled to God's grace and the maximum amount of 
understanding and forgiveness.   

–Lauren Alexandro 
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MONDAY FEBRUARY 29 
 

"Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I tell you?" 
 

–Luke 6:46 
 
 

Why is this so hard? 
Listen to what Jesus says: 
Love God, love neighbor. 

 
–Liza Hauze 

 



TUESDAY MARCH 1 
 

"And why do you worry about clothing?" 
 

—Matthew 6:28 
 

 I like this verse, because it is one of the few teachings in the Sermon on the Mount that I 
actually live up to.  I don't worry about clothing, I say to myself confidently.  When both of my 
favorite jeans got holes in the knees, did I throw them away?  No, I got out the sewing machine and 
patched them up.  They should be good for another five years at least.  I spent all that time breaking 
them in.  Why should I sacrifice comfort for the sake of fashion?  It's no skin off my teeth if other 
people think that I might just be a hobo.  There are worse things to be.   
 Except that Jesus isn't really talking about fashion.  This is not a critique of Galilean couture.  I 
think this is about something much more elemental.  I mean that literally.  It's about the things that 
keep us from being exposed to the elements.  For example, just before the snowstorm we realized that 
Annie and Sam didn't have snow boots that fit.  Which we worried about to the tune of about $100.  I 
am thankful we had the money; some people only have the worries.  And I don't begrudge them that.  
Leading me to realize that this verse, despite my initial self-satisfaction, unsettles my heart.  I can only 
wonder:  What would it be like to have such perfect faith in God's care as to never have such worries?  
Perhaps only Jesus knows.    

–Jonathan Hauze 
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WEDNESDAY MARCH 2 
 

"For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life?" 
 

—Matthew 16:26 
 

 A rhetorical question about spiritual gain and loss, following a hard teaching about the radical 
self-denial required of Jesus' followers:  "Those who wish to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake will find it" (v. 25).  Also one of those times when the subtleties of speech 
are lost in translation.  
 In verse 25, the Greek word that is rendered as "lose" literally means "kill" or "destroy."  A 
rather intense word that perhaps made the official church translators uncomfortable.  But which helps 
to explain why some of the more brilliant and daring spiritual writers in Christian history, like Meister 
Eckhart, would talk about a theology of spiritual "self-annihilation."  Turns out they got it from Jesus. 
 The use of the word "forfeit" in today's verse (v. 26) makes it sound like Jesus continues alone 
the same hard line, not giving an inch.  But the Greek tells a different story.  Now the word he uses, 
instead of "destroy," is more literally translated "damage" or "suffer injury."  Implying that there is a 
possibility for recovery and healing.  Which is good news to me, giving me hope in the midst of so 
many spiritual failures, so many lost opportunities to lose myself in the loving service of others.  Here 
is grace, a reminder that while we may do ourselves damage, seriously so, God abides with us—and 
within us—with redeeming power, loving us more than we may ever know or understand. 

 
–Jonathan Hauze 



THURSDAY MARCH 3 
 

"What do you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind?" 
 

–Matthew 11:7 
 

 Jesus turns his thoughts to John the Baptist, who has been imprisoned by Herod for daring to 
speak openly about the king's ethical violations.  Presumably the intended target of these acerbic 
questions are the people who were baptized by John and who now speak dismissively of him because 
he is a persona non grata.  In his first question, I hear Jesus wondering why they bothered being 
baptized at all if they were not serious about their commitment to John's way.  Were they sincere about 
their baptism—recall that John himself charged them to bear fruits worthy of their repentance—or 
were they just there as voyeurs?  Were they there to learn and grow in wisdom, or to be merely 
spectators, onlookers?    
 I see an elegant and unsettling irony in Jesus' second question.  He asks the people—
sarcastically, it seems at first glance—if they expected John to be a "reed shaken by the wind."  This 
could be a subtle dig at Herod, whose lack of a moral compass causes him to be moved by the 
prevailing political winds. Or it may be an artful way of saying that the people themselves, by their 
fickle disregard for a great prophet, are reeds who bend and sway with the wind, with the slightest 
breeze of danger.  Instead of reeds, we are meant to be, as the psalmist suggests, like "trees planted by 
streams of water," deeply rooted, fruit-bearing trees.  How to become like a tree?  Sincerity is a good 
place to start. 

–Jonathan Hauze 
 
 

! 
 
 
 

FRIDAY MARCH 4 
 

"Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?" 
 

–Matthew 12:48 
 
 I am adopted and these are questions that I ask sometimes.  Where would I be if I wasn’t in my 
adopted family?  Who would my family be? But, I feel really lucky to have my adopted family.  My 
mom, dad and sisters make me feel special.  Because of my adopted family, family to me is love, 
friendship, caring and kindness. And family is bigger than who you are related to. My school friends 
are my family and my church is my family.  I think when Jesus asks, ‘who is my mother and who are 
my brothers?’ this is what he is getting us to think about … everyone we love and that love us are our 
family.  Also, all people are our family and we should treat them like family. 
 

–Chloe Baumann 
 
 
 
 
 



SATURDAY MARCH 5 
 

"Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, 
or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?" 

 

–Mark 10:38 
 

 James and John have just asked Jesus to grant them positions of honor in the kingdom.  Which 
is a little like asking the Queen if she'll make you a Knight of the British Empire.  I don't think you get 
to apply for that sort of thing.  It's really out of your hands, I would say.  And in this case it's not just 
foolish from a procedural standpoint.  It shows us, and Jesus, that James and John have not been 
paying attention at all.  Jesus has taught them that they must become servants of all, and last of all, in 
order to be his disciples.  But apparently that whole time they were dreaming of laurels and lordships, 
of all the glory they might gain for themselves.   
 What does Jesus say in reply to their silly and somewhat sad request?  First he tells them that 
they don't know what they're asking for.  (Incredibly, they still don't realize that the cross, not the 
crown, is his glory.)  And then he asks them what should be an unanswerable question:  "Are you able 
to drink the cup that I drink?"  Do you have what it takes?  The right stuff?  The grit and the grace?  To 
give so fully and so freely of yourself?  Perhaps we shouldn't be surprised when they answer 
immediately, unthinkingly, "Yes! We are able!"  We all wish it were so.  But the truth is that some of 
the best and brightest moments of our lives are the ones when we find ourselves doing things that we 
never thought we were capable of.  These are the times when we realize that far beyond our abilities, 
and much deeper than our selves, there is a Spirit moving, doing beautiful work—that it should work 
in us is a miracle.   

–Jonathan Hauze 
! 

 
 
 

SUNDAY MARCH 6 
 

"Can a blind person guide a blind person? 
Will not both fall into a pit?" 

 

–Luke 6:39 
 
 
 One wonders how Jesus might have reacted to a smart aleck who responded that a blind person 
who takes the proper precautions will not fall into a pit.  For some reason I imagine this common-sense 
contrarian with a cockney accent:  "Just give 'im a cane, Guv'nor, and 'e'll be alwigh'"  Well played, 
imaginary East Londoner.  I like to think that after asking the man to repeat himself, slowly, Jesus 
would have rolled with it, that he would've viewed this strange interruption as a perfect teachable 
moment.  Here's what I think Jesus might have said in response: 
 "A wise observation.  Once the blind man has picked up the cane, he is no longer a blind man.  
Is not the word of God given as a lamp for our feet and a light for our path?  Very truly, I tell you, 
whoever hears the word of God and follows it will have received his sight.  And whoever listens to my 
teachings and learns from me will never fall."   
 Inspiring a nod of approval, and perhaps an invitation to the pub, from the man in the flat cap.   

 
–Jonathan Hauze 



MONDAY MARCH 7 
 

“You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and sky, 
but why do you not know how to interpret the present time? 

And why do you not judge for yourselves what is right?” 
 

–Luke 12:56-57 
 
These two questions remind me of what a thought-provoking and grounding gift Jesus is to our world. 
As a scientist, I know the challenge of understanding the physical world but the challenge of 
understanding what is right, in my opinion, is a much greater challenge. Even for small decisions, it 
can be really difficult to slow down, examine our feelings, and judge what is ‘right.’  The complexity 
of our world continues to make this even more difficult. Understanding ‘the present time’ can feel 
impossible when we are surrounded by information that may or may not be factual and we are often 
dealing with situations that are not black and white but various shades of gray.  We live in a world of 
‘Spin’ where seeking truth can feel like Sisyphus pushing that boulder uphill.  However, while 
challenging us, Jesus also gives himself as an example to ground our thinking on what is right.  For 
me, Jesus even reduces it to a few basic principles: love God, love one another and see your neighbor 
as yourself. Also, Jesus’ guidance to ‘judge for ourselves what is right’ is a gift. To think and consider 
for yourself and not speed through life following the crowd is wonderful advice.  I am so thankful for 
the ability to contemplate and ponder what is right in the present time. I am also thankful for Jesus’ 
example to help ground me in that contemplation…now I just need to remember to put it into regular 
practice. ☺ 

–Chris Baumann 
 

! 
 
 

TUESDAY MARCH 8 
 

"Who do people say I am?" 
 

—Mark 8:27 
 

 Some people said he was Elijah, one of the Hebrew prophets, who was carried up to heaven in 
a chariot of fire long before Jesus' time.  Elijah carried a sword, with which he killed four hundred and 
fifty prophets of Baal, the storm god of Canaan.  He was not a guy you wanted to mess with.     
 Others said Jesus was John the Baptist, whom Herod had beheaded.  John was a rough 
character:  living in the wilderness, wearing camel skin (the ancient version of a leather jacket?), eating 
locusts and wild honey (an extreme Paleo diet for a very manly man), and warning people to repent by 
telling them that God always keeps his axe handy, just in case.  Now imagine John as a zombie bent on 
revenge, and you can see how much this "Jesus is John" rumor would have freaked Herod out.   
 I am exaggerating, of course, but with good reason.  I wonder if this question is meant to reveal 
a limitation in our thinking about Jesus—or about any person.  It's good to define words, and to 
identify plants, and to make distinctions between prime numbers and composite numbers.  But with 
people?  Can we know a person simply by knowing something about them?  Can we know everything 
there is to know about someone?  Everything I wrote about John and Elijah is true, and yet completely 
insufficient and maybe even unfair.  Maybe this is why Jesus told his disciples, and pretty much 
everybody else, to keep his identity as the Messiah quiet.  Maybe he wanted people to meet him and 
know him without prejudice.  Maybe we all want and deserve that.  

–Jonathan Hauze 



 
WEDNESDAY MARCH 9 

 
“Why were you searching for me? 

Did you not know that I must be in my father’s house? 
 

–Luke 2:49 
 

 Whoa!  After reading this question, my first response is – This is not what a father and mother 
want to hear from a son whom they have been searching for and have been worried sick about.  
Knowing that begs the question – What were Mary and Joseph thinking?  Clearly they know that Jesus 
is special and that he came from God; but did they know why?  Did they ever think that he could be the 
Messiah?  After all, this event in the life of Jesus happened well before the preaching of John the 
Baptist, announcing the one who will come after me will baptize with fire.  Just what questions were in 
Mary and Joseph’s heart?  Did they ever discuss any of this with Jesus? 
 Though we never talked about it, I have often wondered what my mother and father thought 
about my joining the Special Forces and then also volunteering for a first Tour of Duty in Vietnam.  At 
the time I gave this little thought, as in my mind, it was all about the mission.  I hope that I did not hurt 
them, or cause them to worry more than a mother and father should.   
 I think that, at 12, or 13 Jesus must have understood something about his mission, which lead 
him to find his way to His Father’s house listening, teaching and amazing the enlightened ones at 
temple with his knowledge and understanding.  However, more than that we do not know, except that 
the scripture ends with Jesus returning to Nazareth with his mother and father as an obedient son, 
growing in strength, stature and knowledge; following the fifth commandment to honor your mother & 
father.   A fitting first step in fulfilling his life’s mission. 

–Louis Franconi 
 

! 
 
 

THURSDAY MARCH 10 
 
 

"When I sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals, did you lack anything?" 
 

–Luke 22:35 
 
 Two summers ago I participated in a hiking and canoeing adventure with 19 other young 
women on the Appalachian Trail.  In the days before we left, we packed our backpacks with the food, 
clothing, shelter and supplies that we would need to survive eight days on the trail.  We weren’t the 
greatest preparers, it turned out.  The hiking was more intense, and we were hungrier than we had 
anticipated, so the rations were limited.  On the third morning, we woke up to find that a bear had 
climbed the tree where we had hung our two backpacks containing all of our food.  One of the 
backpacks was gone!  With a 10-mile hike ahead of us, half our daily rations and no pots to cook it in, 
we felt like we were “sent out without a purse, bag or sandals”.  That day however, we didn’t lack 
anything.  We had each other. We had beautiful scenery. And we had a good story to share.  We didn’t 
really need anything else. 
 

–Lilly Baumann 
 



FRIDAY MARCH 11 
 

"The wedding guests cannot mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them, can they?" 
 

–Matthew 9:15 
 
 The disciples of John the Baptist want to know: "How come you guys eat and drink like you're 
at a party?  Shouldn't you be fasting like us?"  Which may be a genuine question, because they're 
wondering if Jesus knows something that they don't.  Or which may be a not-so-subtle dig, implying 
that Jesus and his friends are not serious enough about the kingdom of heaven.  Picture John's disciples 
as a delegation of old-time church ladies, wagging their fingers and lecturing these boisterous boys 
from Galilee about the dangers of dissolute living.  Remember Tom Sawyer's Aunt Polly, fretting, 
"He's full of the Old Scratch, but laws-a-me! . . . I've got to do some of my duty by him, or I'll be the 
ruination of the child." 
 Jesus, not entirely unlike young Tom, is quick on his feet.  He answers with a question of his 
own, implying perhaps that if the disciples of John were really that serious about the kingdom of 
heaven, they wouldn't be so somber and sullen all of the time.  Why?  Because Jesus himself is the 
good news of the kingdom in which God and people are reconciled.  This is not a school detention.  It 
is a feast of love, a time of surpassing joy!   
 This begs an interesting question for the church today.  Does our life together bear witness to 
this joy?  Does our attitude demonstrate our faith that the Spirit of the living Christ has been poured 
into our hearts?  Are we feasting or fasting?     

–Jonathan Hauze 
 

! 
 

SATURDAY MARCH 12 
 

"For which of you, intending to build a tower, 
does not first sit down and estimate the cost, 

to see whether he has enough to complete it?" 
 

–Luke 14:28 
 
 This passage reached out to me.  In my former career I spent a lot of time leading teams on 
projects to develop software for a hospital system.  The old style of project management has you spend 
time up front performing analysis and estimating the tasks, effort, and hardware needs for the project.  
You would then present these estimates and get permission to move on to the next phase of the project.  
The permission came with an expected date, and once you started, you were locked in to that date.  
Your success or failure was judged on if you hit that date or not.   
 In more recent times, a new method of project management has become the style, called Agile.  
Agile teaches us to iterate a design.  Start with a piece of the system and build it.  Then use what you 
built, get feedback and make changes.  Continue iterating in this manner adding additional features 
until you get to the point where you have enough to have a user try it out.  If the user gets enough value 
from what you provide, they will pay for it.  
 One of the most difficult aspects of leading a project is having the smarts enough to make the 
decision to cancel a project.  The earlier you can make this decision, the better for the business.  If you 
get to the end of the project and don’t have something that you can sell, you just wasted all the 
development costs.   

–Greg Allen 



SUNDAY MARCH 13 
 

"Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles?" 
 

–Matthew 7:16 
 

 The context of this question is Jesus' teaching about false prophets.  In our search for wisdom, 
we wonder, "To whom should I listen?"  Or, "Who can I trust to teach me about what it means to be 
human?"  Jesus' response, contrary to the focus of many Christians today, mentions neither orthodoxy 
nor personal beliefs.  Instead, "You will know them by their fruits."  Does their teaching inspire love 
and goodness?  Do they demonstrate peace and gentleness?  Does their philosophy emphasize kindness 
and patience?  (To mention a few of the spiritual fruits that St. Paul names in his writings.)  If so, he 
says, pay attention, and you might learn something.   
 I am interested in the way that Jesus' perspective focuses on the fruits rather than the branches.  
He invites us to open our hearts and minds to the light of wisdom wherever it may shine—for example, 
in the writings of a person who belongs to another Christian tradition, or another faith, or another 
worldview entirely.  I have known people who are afraid to read things that aren't explicitly Christian, 
for fear that they will be led astray, or perhaps that they will be caught with an "illicit" book.  It makes 
me sad to think of the fearfulness that lies behind an intellectually cloistered life.  For me, Jesus is 
saying:  Don't be afraid of the world.  Open your eyes.  Read well and listen well.  Engage your mind.  
Think critically.  Learn from those who bear good fruit.  Then:  Go and bear fruit! 

–Jonathan Hauze 
 
 

! 
 

 

MONDAY MARCH 14 
 

“Do you want to be made well?” 
 

–John 5:6 
 
 That should be an easy one to answer, but it's not always that simple.  Sometimes we revel in 
our misery, because it gives us something to talk about.  Ever find yourself in the middle of a 
conversation where everybody's comparing complaints and swapping stories of woe?  "You think 
you've got it bad?  Listen to this!"  That's the benign version.  It gets worse, as we all know, when a 
conversation veers off the road to wisdom and then drives off the cliff of human fellow-feeling with a 
gripe session about how awful certain people can be.  As long as the person isn't around to hear it, no 
harm done—or so we tell ourselves.  
 But we know better.  And we know it isn't so.  In truth, we harm ourselves when we get stuck 
in these patterns of behavior.  We harden our own hearts and darken our own minds.  The question is 
whether we want to be made well.  It's up to us.  Jesus is talking to a man who has been sick for thirty-
eight years and who spends all of his time right next to a pool of water known to have healing 
properties but has never gone for a dip.  Jesus asks him if he really wants to be made well.  The man 
replies that it's not his fault—it's other people.  Jesus replies, all you have to do is stand up and walk.  
Only when the man does it does he see that he is healed.  Here is the good news for us:  all we have to 
do is take a step, and we will be well.  But we do have to take that step.   

–Jonathan Hauze 



TUESDAY MARCH 15 
 

"Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? 
Or are you envious because I am generous?" 

 

–Matthew 20:15 
 
 These questions tap into some very old, very deep human insecurities.  And when I use that 
word, "insecurities," I am thinking not just of the psychological health of an individual, but of the 
larger well-being of communities and relationships.  Some of the earliest and most enduring stories in 
the Bible deal with the problem of envy.  Think of the first murder, when Cain murders Abel because 
God shows a preference for Abel's meat offerings over his brother's fruit offerings.  Think of Jacob and 
Esau, and how their father's closeness to the elder Esau provokes Jacob to steal not only his brother's 
birthright but his blessing as well.  Think of Joseph's brothers, who can't stand that their kid brother is 
his father's favorite—not to mention those narcissistic dreams that he keeps telling them about—and 
decide to kill him.  (The fact that they only end up selling him into slavery hardly reduces the ugliness 
of the situation.)    
 In all of these stories, envy leads to heartbreak.  Lives are endangered and destroyed.  Filial and 
fraternal bonds are broken.  God's vision for wholeness and community in human life is made insecure 
by the bitter fruit of jealousy.  Now Jesus tells a parable which revisits the same problem with new 
characters: some laborers are upset with a landowner who pays the same amount to all of his workers, 
even those who worked only a couple of hours.  In the questions quoted above, the landowner asks if 
he is not free to be generous.  And in so doing, Jesus re-tells the old stories with a twist:  God is as a 
father who lavishes the same love on all his children.  That we should perceive this as an injustice is 
our problem—and our peril.  So much depends upon our willingness to celebrate God's generosity 
toward those who aren't us.  

–Jonathan Hauze 
! 

 

WEDNESDAY MARCH 16 
 

"Do you still not perceive?" 
 

–Matthew 16:9 
 
 Jesus has just fed thousands with a few paltry loaves.  For the second time!  And the disciples 
are talking about having no bread.  They can't stop thinking in terms of scarcity even when they've 
been knocked over the head, repeatedly, with the abundance of the kingdom of heaven.  For goodness' 
sake, Jesus is sitting right beside them!  The man himself!  Which is why I am really impressed with 
how calm and gracious Jesus is in his choice of words.  I think what he really means is "You guys still 
don't get it?  You have got to be kidding me!"   
 But before we have a chuckle at the disciples' expense—what an easy target they are!—we 
have to hold a mirror in front of ourselves.  Are we living our lives in the light of this teaching?  Do we 
think more in terms of scarcity or abundance?  Do we perceive that we have already been given 
everything we need, and more, to have fullness of life?  Or are we endlessly worried and anxious about 
lacking something?  The good news is that rather than something to satisfy our appetite for an hour 
God gives us someone — God's own self! — to be living bread.  And instead of being consumed by us, 
this bread consumes us, so that our own lives are united with the life of the Spirit.  At this communion, 
the bread basket is always filled, and the feast is never over, and God's steadfast love endures forever.   

 
–Jonathan Hauze 



THURSDAY MARCH 17 
 
 

"How many loaves have you?" 
 

–Matthew 15:34 
 

"Loaves & Fishes" 
A question of hope. 

A question of miracles. 
Plenty for all now. 

 
Dear God, thank you for the bounty in my life. 

Let me remember to share this miracle with those in need. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

–Lauren Alexandro 
 

 
! 

 
 
 

FRIDAY MARCH 18 
 

"Will you lay down your life for me?" 
 

–John 13:38 
 
 This question troubles me greatly.  I don't think its meaning can be entirely captured by a 
spiritualistic reading, where the laying down of one's life is merely an interior renunciation of self-
centered ways of thinking.  That reading seems to me to neglect the real physical risks that come with 
sacrificial love—this love which may inspire us to endanger our own life for the sake of another.  But 
neither do I think that the meaning of this question can be found by placing all of our emphasis on the 
physical risks of discipleship.  Martyrs are greatly to be praised, but Paul reminds us (1 Cor. 13) that a 
martyr gains nothing if he does not have love—which teaches us that love and self-denial are not the 
same thing.    
 I suppose the best reading lies somewhere in between.  Unless there is an entirely different way 
of framing the question.  What if, knowing that Jesus is talking to Peter on the night of his desertion, 
and that right after this question he will predict Peter's denial, we read this question with an the 
emphasis on the pronouns?  Hear the question again: "Will you lay down your life for me?"  Now the 
question takes on a new meaning.  It is no longer a question of how or whether we will succeed in 
laying down our lives for Jesus, but a reminder that the ultimate and decisive act of sacrificial love 
rests with him, not us.  This still leaves me troubled, but not in the sense that I despair over my ability 
to do what he asks me to do.  It's only that my heart trembles at the enormity of this gift, of this love, 
and I wonder if I can ever sing sweetly enough to show forth my praise. 

–Jonathan Hauze 
 
 
 



SATURDAY MARCH 19 
 

"Where is your faith?" 
 

–Luke 8:25 
 
 This puts me in mind of that old joke about the pastor whose help is enlisted to "reform" two 
mischievous young brothers.  The pastor meets with the younger brother first, and begins his lecture 
with a question that is meant, I gather, to learn the boy some humility by reminding him of God's 
heavenly stature.  He asks sternly, "Where is God?"  The boy, not following the minister's logic, 
doesn't say a word.  So the pastor asks again, this time in a louder voice, "Where is God?"  The boy is 
mute.  At this point the pastor loses his cool, feeling as though he is being disrespected, and he shouts, 
with that little vein in his forehead sticking out:  "Where is God?!"  Whereupon the boy dashes home 
and pounces on his older brother in a panic.  "What's the matter?" he asks.  To which the kid says, 
"We're in big trouble this time!  God is missing, and they think we did it!"   
 Okay, bad joke.  But there is something good to smile about, and perhaps even delight in, when 
we think about the substance of Jesus' question.  "Where is your faith?"  It may look like an accusation 
at first glance, but when you stop to really look at it you begin to see a jewel shining in the middle of 
it.  First of all, the question takes for granted that you have faith.  Not just any faith, but one that is 
really and truly yours.  And it gets even better when you think about the word "where."  It almost 
seems as though Jesus is poking fun at the disciples for acting as though they don't have any faith:  
"What, did you put your faith in your pocket?  What a ridiculous thing to do!  That's like, oh, I don't 
know, putting your light under a bushel basket?  Take it out and put it to some use, my silly friends." 

 
–Jonathan Hauze 

 
 

! 
 
 
 

SUNDAY MARCH 20—PALM/PASSION SUNDAY 
 
 

"And he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, “Why does this generation ask for a sign?" 
 

–Mark 8:12 
 
 Poor Jesus. He's trying so hard to get a point across, and even he, the Son of God, loses 
patience at times with the absolute thick-headedness of the people around him. I love the image of him 
sighing deeply in his spirit, working to calm himself. Ultimately he declares that no signs will be given 
to "this generation." This moment comes right before another moment where Jesus loses patience, 
when he throws nine questions in a row at the befuddled disciples (who are worried, once again, about 
not having any bread), ending with "Do you not yet understand?" 
 I find it comforting that Jesus is not able to remain calm and patient throughout his ministry. It 
helps me to remember that not only was Jesus fully divine, he was also fully human. He lowers himself 
to our level, allowing himself to be questioned by people who don't get it, and even allowing himself to 
lose his temper, so that we might all receive the grace of God. What a gift. 

–Liza Hauze 
 



MONDAY MARCH 21 
 

"Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit?" 
 

—Mark 14:48 
 
 An ironic question, given that the only sword that does any damage during the arrest belongs 
not to one of the "bad guys" but to one of Jesus' friends.  Who apparently just starts waving his weapon 
around wildly and ends up giving a poor slave the Van Gogh treatment—right before Jesus begins 
speaking here.  My first impression is that it seems odd—or worse, disingenuous—for Jesus to ask 
such an innocent question in the wake of such an act.  But then I thought about the gravity and danger 
of that moment.  One more blow, one act of retaliation, and the whole scene might have descended into 
all-out violence and the loss of many lives.  Could it be that Jesus' question is designed to diffuse the 
tension and defuse the "bomb" before it explodes?   
 Consider the possibility, first of all, that the ironic quality of his timing may have been a stab at 
humor.  Not funny to us, perhaps.  But maybe just funny enough to get the mob to stop and think for a 
moment:  "Wait, did he just say what I thought he said?"  Which might get them thinking about what 
he said.  Notice how his question invites them to think about who he is, about what he teaches, about 
how he lives.  A masked man?  A robber?  An outlaw on the lam?  I don't know if anybody laughed, or 
if anybody even smiled at the thought, but I know that no more blood was spilled in the garden that 
night.   

–Jonathan Hauze 
 

! 
 
 
 

TUESDAY MARCH 22 
 
 

"For if they do this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?" 
 

—Luke 23:31 
 
 When he says these words, Jesus is a dead man walking.  Simon of Cyrene is behind him, 
burdened with the cross on which he will be hung.  Beside the road, women are wailing.  They are 
weeping for him.  He speaks to them.  He calls them daughters.  Do not weep for me, he says.  Weep 
for yourselves and your children.  Look what the Romans are doing to me, a man of peace.  Are they 
not capable of worse?  Is this not a sign of more terrible things to come?  (Jerusalem was destroyed by 
Rome in 70 AD after the First Jewish Revolt.)   
 Could Jesus be talking about himself, or his nonviolence, as green wood?  Green wood is 
yielding.  It is still filled with the sap of life.  It might be grafted back onto its trunk, or onto another 
tree.  But dry wood is unyielding.  Its nature has changed.  It can no longer bear fruit.  Maybe Jesus is 
saying something about the devastating costs of violent revolution—not just the physical but the 
spiritual, soul-rending cost of violence.  But even if this is so, consider that in the second half of the 
question Jesus does not say "what will they do" but "what will happen"  On the level of causal factors, 
this says that we can expect things to get worse.  But on a higher level, the absence of a "they" suggests 
that another Subject is free to act.  Indeed, even when violent circumstances threaten to leave us as dry 
wood, the Spirit of God can breathe new life into us—so that any person, no matter what they have 
done or seen, can bear fruit again.   

–Jonathan Hauze 



WEDNESDAY MARCH 23 
 

"Simon, are you asleep? 
Could you not keep awake one hour?" 

 

–Mark 14:37 
  
 "Somebody get Simon a cup of coffee.  Honestly.  Wait a minute, James brought decaf again?  
Way to drop the ball, Jim.  Wait, what's John saying?  (He always sticks up for his brother.)  Oh, 
Simon can't drink coffee after dinner?  Unsettles his stomach, you say?  Well, that makes sense.  Can't 
very well pray with an upset stomach.  But at least he could have gotten more sleep last night.  Or 
taken a nap this afternoon.  Or gone a little easier on the wine.  I mean, I don't want to give him a hard 
time or anything, but it's not like he had no idea that this was going to be a long night.  Jesus only 
talked about it, like, a million times . . ." 
 As illuminating as this line of interpretation may be, let's look at these questions from another 
angle.  Remember how Jesus often spoke of "his hour" as a way of referring to the fulfillment of God's 
salvation in human time?  Or how he often taught people to "keep awake," to live wakefully so that 
they would not miss the signs of the kingdom of heaven?  Or how the apostle Paul wrote about 
sleeping and staying awake in spiritual terms, saying that the Christian is called to be attentive and 
deliberate each and every moment, never missing an opportunity to show or share the light of God in 
Jesus Christ?  Methinks we should give sleeping Simon a break and consider what is at stake in our 
own struggle to stay awake.   

–Jonathan Hauze 
 
 

! 
 
 

MARCH 24—MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 

“Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?” 
 

–Luke 22:48 
 
 A moment of deep pathos, not just because of what Judas is doing but because of how he does 
it.  The kiss is the ultimate expression of loving human touch.  It is a gift of intimacy and caring, 
tenderness and affection.  The Song of Songs, in the Old Testament, begins with a lover rejoicing in 
the warm attentions of her beloved:  "Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth!"  Here the kiss is 
rightly celebrated as a sign of union, harmony, mutual delight and common joy.  But Judas misuses the 
kiss.  It is for him a sign of brokenness and disunion.  Not a means of reconciliation or renewal, but a 
mark of a decisive separation.  In this sense the kiss of Judas is a desecration, as it takes something that 
God has made for healing and uses it as an instrument to hurt.   
 Perhaps this is one reason why the "holy kiss" (sometimes called the "kiss of peace") became 
so important in the life of the early church.  Maybe it was one small but substantial means of re-
claiming this gift of intimacy for its rightful purpose.  Not to mention a means of reminding the 
Christians who shared it of the importance of sincerity in this gesture.  When we share the gift of 
touch—now it's a handshake instead of a kiss—and greet one another with those sacred words, "Peace 
be with you," we are celebrating our union and mutual delight in Christ.  When this greeting is joined 
with a life of loving service to one another, it becomes a true means of union—not just human but 
divine.    

–Jonathan Hauze 



MARCH 25—GOOD FRIDAY 
 

"Have I been with you all this time . . . and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?" 

 

–John 14:9 
 
 "All this time . . . "  Jesus is talking to Philip, who was one of the first disciples.  Philip is not 
the very first one—that honor belongs to Andrew and his brother Simon Peter, who ask Jesus where he 
is staying and are invited to find out for themselves with the words "Come and see."  But Philip is the 
next to be called, and this time Jesus uses the magic words:  "Follow me."  And Philip does.  What's 
more, he recruits his brother Nathaniel to join the cause by telling him who Jesus is, by expressing a 
clear understanding of Jesus' identity as the Messiah:  "We found him!  The one that Moses wrote 
about!  The one that the prophets talked about!"  And then, to finish the job and get Nathaniel off his 
duff, Philip now uses the same words that Jesus used:  "Come and see."  This all happens in the first 
chapter of John, giving one the idea that this Philip really has his stuff together, that he's the one who 
"gets it."   
 Fast forward to chapter 14, and Philip has lost his bearings.  Probably it's all this talk of the 
cross that has left him unnerved, uncertain, afraid.  "Why is the Messiah talking about leaving us?" he 
may be wondering.  Grasping, he asks Jesus for a reality check—or maybe a sign.  "Show us the 
Father," he says, "and we will be satisfied."  This is why Jesus loses his cool—'How can you say that?  
Don't you even know me at all?  After all this time?'  But this passes.  Jesus does not want Philip to 
worry.  He only wants him to know how much he is loved, how much his whole being is immersed in 
love, how much this love will always be with him.  So he changes his tone.  He speaks tenderly to all 
of them, calling them "little children" and assuring them that they will not be left alone.  The Spirit is 
coming—his own Spirit, the love of the Father made flesh—and will be with them, even to the end of 
the age.  

–Jonathan Hauze 
! 

 
MARCH 26—HOLY SATURDAY 

 

“Have you anything here to eat?”    –Luke 24:41 
 
 What a question!  Jesus has just returned from the other side.  He has quite literally gone to hell 
and back.  He has lifted the veil of death, cast off the mortal coil, penetrated the holy mysteries, broken 
the iron chains, robbed the grave of victory, and brought the ineffable light of heaven down to earth.  
And now he wants to know what's in the pantry?  And he's going to sit down and snack on a piece of 
broiled fish?  This is . . . unexpected.  This is . . . one of my very favorite scriptures.  Why?  Because it 
shows us so clearly and beautifully how God becomes one with our humanity.  The risen Christ is not a 
ghost.  He is not "a spirit."  He does not come back as a heavenly apparition to lead us to some ethereal 
light.  He does not come back and tell us that he was just using that body of Jesus of Nazareth for a 
while so that he could get to know us a little better.  No, the risen Christ comes back to show us that he 
is the same man.  He has travelled ahead of us, to the end of the road, and now comes back with tidings 
of peace, to tell us that the end of the road is not the end at all, but the beginning of a new life, a risen 
life, with God.  And now he shows us where that road is which leads to God.  It is at the table, in the 
breaking of the bread.  It is in the sharing of human joys, human sorrows, human hungers.  It is in the 
laughter and the tears, the touch and the taste, the convivial daily round where friends and family 
gather to know and heal and love one another.  

–Jonathan Hauze 



MARCH 27 — EASTER SUNDAY 
 
 

“Woman, why are you weeping? 
Whom are you looking for?” 

 

–John 20:15 
 
 
In one of her late poems, Jane Kenyon captures the profound sorrow of Mary's answer: 
 

They have taken away my Lord, a person 
whose life I held inside me. I saw him 
heal, and teach, and eat among sinners . . . 
 
It was my habit to speak to him. His goodness 
perfumed my life. I loved the Lord, he heard 
my cry, and he loved me as his own. 
 

This is a scripture for poets.  Let the scholars be silent.  Let the preachers sit down.  Let the prophets 
stop and listen.  No arguments.  No rhetoric.  No instruction.  Just a woman weeping, and a garden 
watered by her tears.   
 
Then the Gardener speaks again.  Not to ask a question, but to shine a light: 
 
 "Mary!"   
 
Here we find ourselves far beyond the realm of poetry, beyond the realm of human words, and we step 
into the silent land where the loving word of God abides, raising the dead and making all things new.   
 

–Jonathan Hauze 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


